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and the laſt, he had ſufficient, time to conſi· 
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I believe it is not poſſible 98 us 6 4 5 
derfline, how far, and in what degree, an | 
explicit knowledge of the goſpel doctrines 
is abſolutely neceſſary to a ſtate of grace; 
and I think it favours of preſumption to 
attempt it. I have little doubt but Nico-- 
demus was partaker of the new birth, be? 
fore be underſtood the nature of ic. 857 


* Mate, xvi, 7 22. N 85 


SE * 


ſumed openly to contradict him; his t-: 


: be diſecvered, Wi he was at t firſt afraid 
and aſhamed to declare to his affociates in 
the jewiſh council, that Jeſus was a teach 
dr ſent from God. A ray of light, a 

0 an of life from the Holy Spirit, had 
rkreͤached his heart, And He who will not 
_ quiench theimoking flax, in due time fan- 
|  - ed the ſpark into a flame. Timid and 
ignorant as he was when he came to Jeſus 
by night, he acquired ſuch. confidence in 
Ts: that he appeared. in open day | 

to take down the dead body of his Lord 
* the croſs, when Peter and all his 
* had forſaken him and fled. 

* +2 Hh path of the juſt is like the light, 
which, from the early dawn, ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. There 
is an analogy, in many reſpects, between 
the work of God in the creation, and his 
Vork of grace in the heart of a ſinner; 
there is a growth in both. The ſtately 

Ak, which rears its head ſo high, and 


„ade ſo much ground with nn i 
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Sten fall Abo Tie et 7 
the word, he Wenn s beat, 5 
nfor a while, like the corn; andlike . 


the corn, it comes forward by degrees, - 
fiſt thi Biene then the ear, and at length 
the ripe corn in the ear. But berweet | 


the time of ſowing and reaping, it pal 
through many changes; wind, rain, and 
ſun, yea, froſt and ſnow, have their Places 
and uſes, and all concur to prepare a 
plentiful harveft. No leſs various are the 
diſpenfations which the Great Huſband⸗- 
man el cog to promote and perfect . 
the good work he has begun in the 
: heart of a -finner. Believers have their 
ſummer and their winter ſeaſons; and 
both are neceſſary, and though not equally 
1 are perhaps equally profitable. 

- At one time they are taught what the Lord 
can do for them, in them, or by them. 
At another time he is pleaſed to withdraw , 
in a meaſure, and leave them to tliem- 3 
ſelbes, that they Sage learn how little they © 5 
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met with, . | Theſe, pg jen form 


1 What may be. called the- outline. of a chriſ- 
- © _ tian's experience, are, like the features . 
in the human face, as to the grand and 
5 points, univerſally the ſame in all, 
but ſo modified and diverſified, by con- | 


0 5 education, ſituation, habits, and 
attachments, chat each one may be con- 
ſidered as an original. We do not ex- 
pect to meet with two faces ſo perfectly 
fimilar, as not to be diſtingviſnable from 

each other; nor does it ſeem more proba- 
ble that we ſhall find two chriſtians who 
have been led uniſormly, and in all re- 
ſpects, f in the fame way, ſo as to bave ex- 

32 acthy the ſame views of Saeed nt A, a 

RE ſecondary i NS... Det, + 

II ᷑ be promiſe to the ted is All thy 
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2 -cannot < tn as "FARE Holy Spirit 5 1 
ol grace and truth teaches different leflons 3 
to different petſons. So far then as the7ß 
are taught of the Lord, there can be no 
difference but 1 in the degrees of their 
growth, and in the increaſe of ſpiritual 
? light and ſound judgment. Accordingly 
ve find whether they come from the eaſt 
or weſt, from the north or ſouth, the all 1 
agree that ſin is the greateſt evil; that $6 3 
ſus is the neceſſary, the only, and the all- = So 
0 ſufficient, Saviour of ſinners; that RR 
he chief object of their love, and that his 
loving kindneſs is better than life. They 5 
all confeſs their own utter unworthineſs „„ 
and inability, and their dependance 1 
the influence of the Holy Spirit to worse 
in them, firſt to will, and then to enable 
them to do, that which is well pleaſing in 
his fight. - Their conceptionss of theſe 
doctrines are not equally ſtrong and 
clear, but I believe none who are really 
taught of God: will controvert them. 
Wherein they Aiffers 4 think —_— 
7 >» EG YM | have, a 


2% 
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are firſt, or mol ntiy made uſeful 
o e give them perhaps too favour- 
able, and too ſtrong a bias to the nftru- | 
33 | Yacht; and together with the truths of 
Sold which they receive, they are apt to 
' _ __ 4mbibe the peculiarities of the miniſter, or 
= "of he author, taking it too haſtily for 
granted, that the man who has been help- 
FR faul to them in their chief concern, is wor ⸗ 
1 thy of their implicit confidence in all 
"things. Thus their attachments are 
bormed to the ſyſtems, ſhibboleths, an 
modes of thoſe amongſt whom their lot 
1 is caſt, and their future arrangement as 
muembers of particular churches or de- 
5 nominations, is frequently owing to the 
. s under which they ey 
thei firſt religious impreffions, 
Unbappily the ou of * which has 
= mad them — * 
WWW 


* * 
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aw of that union and love, v 
ught | "ha; qi hana 28 the | 


eee paths thoſe whoſe hopes 
are built upon the fame foundation, and 


: whoſe lives and aims are inthe main, and 


ſpects, governed by the ſame 
rules. The combatants on both fides 
_ profeſs to engage in defence of the eule 

cious, but even were the point in diſpute 


of great importance, which has not oſten 


| been the caſe among thoſe who hold the 
head, unleſs.the mind of a dealer in con- 
troverſy be powerfully guarded by humi- 
| kit and love, it ſoon becomes bis owh 
cauſe. The honour of Gd, 


| Land gratified by the con- 
What fierce invective, | 
enſures, what groſs. wire 
n uo „ have 


cCauſe of truth, are both wounded, and lf . 


2 ev, 


* 2 


e FT heſe things have made wor 2 © 
tte truly godly,” who had no p- 
11 fray, weep, and the world. wag: 1 re- 
men nber to. have met n ſhrewd, but 


2 ters 1 the 5 


1 Fm we n! in print, in our own time, 


among ſt thoſe. who e _ were 


viewers, . ee years A Ne giving | 
the titles of three or four controverſial 
pamphlets, not very replete with modera- 
tion or - candour, they added, 
- 56 ſpiritual gladiators never ceaſe. to cut and 4; 
ec ſlaſh each other oy the en of the 
1 public Er; | | 
They who avow 5 dofrines ditin- 
iſhed by the name of calviniſtic, ought, 
if conſiſtent with their own principles, to be 


d, c Will theſe 


the moſt gentle and forbearing of all men, 
in meekneſs 
With: us, it is a fundamental maxim, 
7 hat a man can receive pong but what 


8 given. him from heaven'* 1 Hh ere. 
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ipſtructing them that oppoſe. 


ſore, 


Reva Mys N. 8 


"a it t has pleaſed: God to give us the - 
knowledge of ſome truths, which are bid 
dien from others, who have the ſame ou. 
ward means of information; it is a juft 
teaſon for neſs: to Him, but will 
not juſtify our - being: angry with them; 
ſor we are no better or wiſer than they 
in ourſelves, and might have: oppoſed the 
truths which we now prize, with the ſame 
eagerneſs and obſtinacy, if his grace had 
not made us to differ. If the man 


tioned in John ix, who was born blind, 
on whom our Lord 'graciouſly beſtowed 
the bleſſing of ſight, had then taken a an 


gel and beat all the blind men he met, | be- 
” cauſe they would not ſee, his conduct would 


have greatly reſembled that of an angry 
Calviniſt. The faith of God's e 


three Properties attributed to it in ſerip- 
. ture; it puriſies the heart, overcomes the 


„ men- 


: ; 
£ ' 


4 


world, and works. by love. I believe no- | 


other cauſe can produce theſe effects, and 
therefore I would ſay of every perſon i in 


whom I can perceive. them, the. ſame. ny 5 
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flͤ-urther de zrees rf: light ah dr arerg 
2 he cee for their comſort or 
of uſeſuln 5 in WOE of life, or- line of 
with my friend, in my firſt 
„ that I did not purpoſe to confine 
1 myſelf to facts and narrative, but to in- 
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1 are ſenſible that a dry uniformity. of ſen- 
iment, is but a poor: ſubſtitute for that 
e ſpirit in the bond of peace, which 
it is the duty, honour, and intereſt of 
i; chriſtians to cultivate and maintain, and 
wia ich Mr. Grimſhaw was an eminent 
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broken through, and forgotten many . 
peated, half formed vows and reſolutions” 


n wey be rruly-affirmcd fiir ; ther a 


1 received not the Goſpel from men. 
His firſt abiding conviction of the evil of _ 


and of the danger of his own ſtate as 
a finner, was about the year 1734 *. IT 


was not the effect of preaching or conver= 5 


Aton, for his ſituation in that ref 
ſolitary; he had no faithful monitor to 
warn him of the evil of his way. Aſter 


he had reſiſted ind overcome ſeveral ſuc- 


a ceſſive checks of conſcience, after he had 


* 


of. amendment, and at a time when his 
mind was wholly engaged i in ſcenes of dif- 


ſipation and folly, he was ſuddenly and 


| deeply impreſſed Lind a Kate df gen wait 


xd with awful apprehenſions of its 
deleted conſequences. Struck, like Bel- 
ſhazzar im the midft of his banquet, when 
he ſaw the hand-writing upon the wall, he 
was filled with terror and. diſtreſs, and 

Ah ught himſelf n marked out a8 a " 7p 
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obj & of the difpleiture of che great Goa. 
- A+ viſible outward reformation immedi- 
> . Mtely took place, for the. trifling vanities 
| | which a little before had engroſſed his 
choughts, as the chief ſources of his plea- 
ſure, were no. longer pleaſing; the recol- 
lection ö of them was bitter, and to abſtain 
from them was no longer an act of ſelf. 
Aeenial, for his heart was ſet againſt them. 
I ᷑ be great inquiry which now poſſeſſed 
5 his mind, by night and by day, alone or 
in company, and to which it was long be- 2 
. 5 N dir he obtained a ſatisfactory anſwer, was, 
* | What ſhall I do to be ſaved? If doings of 
his own could have relieved him, he 
would have been ſooner relieved. He 
not only left off all his former amuſements, 
as hunting, .cards, and the company of 
the jovial, but he applied himſelf with 
earneſtneſs and aſſiduity to the duties in- 
cumbent on him as a miniſter. Being 
alarmed himſelf, his preaching was ſuited 
to alarm his hearers ; ; - he preſſed upon 
them the neceſſity of a holy and devout 
e catechized the children, and ex- 


5 5 1 boned 


955 houſe; 3 eee ae rerrors of the Lond, | 
and he chen knew little — 00 be e laboured „ 
to perſuade men. 700 . 
But, Heret in "has Aru do, He had N 
. a wound which only He who had 5 
in flicted it could heal. Though he pray: 
ed and wept, and watched and faſted and 
laboured, he found no caſe. Rather his „ 
miſery and anguiſh increaſed, - I 
5 permitted the enemy of fouls: to ſhoot his 
fiery poiſonous darts into his unt . | 
He was aſſaulted with dreadful,” horri 
| unſpeakable temptations, ſo that the — 1 
of his paſt outward miſconduct, ſeemed 4 
but ſmall in compariſon of what hie ee _ 
within. Outward fin is like the eruption 
of a volcano, which, though ſufficient to 
alarm and tuin the adjacent country, bears 
but a ſmall proportion to the combuſtible 
matter which till remains hidden in the 
bowels of the earth. So the heart f „ 
man; when agitated by furious -tempta= * - 
tions of Satan, chſcovers: more evils ane 
J abominations a 
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ot Terribilia de fide, * heſe bard and blaf. 
n enden againſt the ſovereignty 
and holineſs of God, and deſpairing 
thoughts of- his own ſalvation, oppreſſed 
, though not always with equal vio- 
ice, with little or no intermiſſion - for 
dhe thine of about ae, K and 
e 10 bimſelf, Jar e durſt not ac 
ARES diſtr 


And perhaps 


pable either of pena ited er 
adviſing him. But by theſe deep and 
abiding convictions, | he was delivered 
minion of pride and ſelf-righ- - 
teouſneſs, and made willing to be ſaved 
in God's appointed way, as a fin er with⸗ 
out hope or plea in himſelf, as a brand 
1 out of the fire, by the arm of 
ere _ ag without "_ 
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15 Fate. 


. and only. He who can Gay. to he 
raging waves, in the height of. x ſtorm, - 


= be till, whoſe voice {mooths the, 9 


at 


Th waves, and buſhes the winds into a _ 
. was pleaſed, in due time, to ſpeak peace . 
to Mr. Grimſhaw's troubled mind. - He. „ 
gradually opened his underſtanding ti to un- +l 
derſtand the Scriptures, which now. ap- 3 
peared to him as a new book. He had 
been long haraſſed by the ſtrictneſs and 1 
fanftions of the holy law; he now began Ol 
to ſee that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the | | 1 | 
end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth ; that his ſacrifice, 
righteouſneſs, and obedience, even to the 1 
death of the croſs, was the ſole and ſuf- 5 oo 
ficient cauſe of a fioner's, Juſtification. ER 
= þ fore God, and. that 1 in; and through him, 
; there were many, fre ©, great, and pre= 
cious promiſes of pardon, fanctification, 5 „ 
and eternal life, to all who believe in his 


name. . The 1 7 8 Spins, whoſs 9 
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w ther to che weary a and heavy eden, 
enabled bim to believe, and as his faith 
advanced, his fears and temptations were 
removed, and his mind way, filled with 


love, gratitude, joy, and peace. Thus 


be ſpeaks himſelf of this happy change *, 


2 * 


. © every degree of ne] 75 and abi- 


Iny, and to embrace Chriſt Polly, a. 


« my all in all. Oh, what light 0 
« comfort did 1 enjoy in my own foul, | 


« < and what a 5 of t e . love 


"Being thus taught of God in a the ſchool 
* the croſs, and from his own experience, 
his preaching before his removal to Ha- 
worth in the year 1 742, became more 
clear, experimental, and profitable. All this 
time he was an entire ſtranger to the peo- 
ple called Methodiſts, whom afterwards 
he thought | it his duty to countenance, and 


to Preach in their- connexions i in his neigh- 


He was equally unacquaitted 
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1 all 3 writings, except. a Raga - 
| ſermon on- Galatians. iii. 24, and a letter 
to the People of England. by the Revs 
Mr. Seagrove. And he was much ſor= - 
priſed, hen he firſt read theſe publicas - 
tions, to. find the ſame- views and „ 
ments in all material points, which = 
- himſelf had dern mw __ the word of .- | 
_ God. WY 
In thi Cel or kata which | 
* have inſerted in my ſecond letter, I think - | 
the judicious reader will obſerve, that Mr. 
_ Grimſhaw's views and ſentiments 8 
preſſed in an act of peculiar ſolemnity, . 
and while appealing in ſecret to be 
Searcher of hearts, were truly evangelicall. 
He confeſſes man's depravity to be total, 3 
that he is not only dead in law, as a tranſ- 
greſſor, but dead in. fin, deſtitute of all 
| firicual life, and incapable, as a dead 
body, of any. ſpiritual act, having in and . 
f a himſelf, neither power, will, nor de- 
N to nanny to Wan Conſequentiy he . 
gs „ aſcribes > 
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i or confeſtion. of faith, written. with his,ov own, 
in a letter to' 2 friend.” 
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lan 0 Chriſt, were > dit Gn 
in turning many from darkneſs to light, 
_ were deſpiſed by the world for the ſake of - 


5 F the Goſpel, and for their ſingularity ; ; 


* 


— 
* 


though Mr. Grimſhaw' 8 preaching and 
theirs did not in all points accord, he, who 
2 a mind too noble and benevolent to 
be fettered by a regard for. names and 
parties, believing that there were great 
numbers among that people who. loved 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, over- 
looked ſmaller differences, and thought it 
his dury to unite with them in ſupporting 
the common cauſe; this attachment to a 
People whom the Calviniſts conſidered as 
very erroneous, led many of them to 
ſuppoſe that he Was wholly and fully on 
that ſide. And on the other hand, thoſe 
of the methodiſts who were more zealous | 
for the peculiarities of their leader, con- 
ſidered him but as a half brother, becauſe 
he did not go: all their lengths. 1 t is Free 
- quently the lot of wiſe and moderate men, 
who avoid che extremes of parties, diſlike 


e 9 55 „ ö e 


and ſpeak: che truth itt loves 


religious profeſſors from each other; than 
promote love, peace, or holineſs,” His 
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two afford him ure to > offer to his hear- 
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- if; neh he is Wececded hy: one of - 
the ſame ſtamp, his people preſently build 
a meeting houſe, and wholly forſake their n 
favourite church. The truth js, when the 
miniſter preaches agreeably to the tenor 
of the liturgy and articles, which we con- 
*fider as the ſtandard and bulwark of 
the eſtabliſhment ; and if his life and con- 
verſation be agreeable to the rules of the 
goſpel, he ſeldom labours in vain. The 
Lord enlightens the minds of ſome of 
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9 repeated by rote, and aſſented to 
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us e pray the Lord, to pour FATE 
his holy Spirit upon both our Univerſities, 
that a number and ſucceſſion of ſuch ! men 
may come forth, to to ſupply the places of 
thoſe who are removed to a better world. 
Some hearers likewiſe withdraw from 
| the church while the inſtfument of. their 
| conyerlion i is ſtill living. They who con- 
ſider the fickleneſs and the weakneſs of 
the human heart, the effects of perſua- 
| ion, and of the love of novelty, will not 
| greatly wonder, if this ſometimes hap- 


pens, in a land favoured with liberty like | 
ours. Mr. Grimſhaw met with trials of 


this kind, for though his defire of uſe- 
fulneſs, and the preſſing invitations he 
received from different and diſtant places, 


induced him to break through the rules 


of ſtrict parochial order, he was in all 
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Mr. Grimſhaw was in preaching, both at 
home and abroad, he was no leſs ſtre- 
nuous in his exertions for the ſuppreflion 
of vice, and the maintenance of good 
order and ſobriety in his own pariſh. And 
| though: be was not himſelf a magiſtrate, 
nor ſupported or backed by legal autho- 
rity, his ſucceſs was wonderful. His ir- 
| Teproachable character, his reſolution and 


firmneſs, his impartiality, his known be- 


8 gave him an authority and 
' Influence, within his own circle, ſuperior 
to what is often derived from titles, wealth, 
or official importance; he had not been 
long in | Haworth, before he Iu almoſt 
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_ _ whom he fo found, he would drive into 
ſthe church before him. A friend of mine 
| yy paſſing a public houſe in Haworth, ona 
Lord's day morning, ſaw ſeveral perſons - 
„ | making their eſcape out of it, os. 
1 ing out of the lower windows, and ſome 
1 over a low wall; he was at firſt alarmed, 
= fearing the houſe was on fire,-but upon 
inquiring what was the cauſe of the com- 
1 motion, he was told, that they ſaw the 
| parſon coming. They were more afraid 
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loſt a ſhoez he applitd; to a blackſmith, 
who told him that he could not ſhoe a horſe 
on the Lord's day, without the Miniſter's 
© leave... They went together to Mr. Grim- 
- _ thaw, and the man: ſatisfying | him that ne 
was really in haſte, going for a midwiſe, 
Mr. Laer permitted the blackſmith 


to ſhoe the horſe, which otherwiſe he 


j E not have done for double par 
He endeavoured likewiſe to ſuppreſs 

2 the generally prevailing cuſtom in-country 
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But he thought likewiſe, that to beta tha 
day with prayer and praiſe, was the beft 
means to ſweeten labour, to prepare the 
5 = mind for unforeſeen trials, and to guatd'it 
—_ the influence | elf 825 ſnares. and 
- Hitdiligencein tas 1 rt Shit line, 
was exemplary and unuſual. The” exer- 
tions of the moſt induſtrious man in trade, 
could not exceed his in promoting the 
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I can fearcely think of bie minute at- 
tention to his own pariſh, an | 
mitted labours abroad; without w 
how he could find time for both. But 
the Lord was eminently with him, there- 
fore being. influenced by- the wiſdom 
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5 ſtrong body, and a vigorous mind, 


= 3 bv. 119 | 
| ef his. time, and prudent i in hk arrange- 5 
5 ments. And as he had good health, a | 


| ſome of the places he viſited: were at a 5 
a conſiderable diſtance, the ſevereſt wea- 


= ther cauſed no alteration i in his plan. He 


was ſure. to be where, and at the time, he 
Was expected. And he was ſo beloved, 
and fo uſeful, that people were ſeldom 
prevented from coming ten or twelve 
miles, when they heard he was to preach. 
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8 take! A” eee for horſe races at 
tt e latter feaſt. Theſe were of the loweſt 


. ple. 5 They exhibited a ſcene of the groſſ- 


eſt, and moſt vulgar riot, profligacy, 
and confuſion. Mr. Grimſhaw had fre- . 
quently attempted, but in vain, to put a 

| top to this miſchievous cuſtom. | His re- 
monſtrances againſt it were little regard=-  : 


ed; and perhaps any other man would 
have been ill treated, if he had dared to 


oppoſe, with earneſtneſs, an eſtabliſhed 


practice, ſo agrecable to the depraved 


taſte of the thoughtleſs multitude. But 
his character was ſo revered, that they 


heard his expoſtulations with ſome degree 
of patience, though they were determined 


to perſiſt in their old courſe. Unable to 
prevail wich men, he addreſſed himſelf to 
God, and for ſome time before the races 


began, he made it a ſubject of fervent 
prayer, that the Lord would be pleaſed to 


ſtop theſe evil proceedings in his own / 
ve" When the race time came, che | 


pe | people | 


av. M. Fan. „ 


kind, attended by the loweſt of the peo- : 
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people : aſſembled as uſual, but they were 
ſoon diſperſed. Before the race could 
begin, datk- clouds covered the My, 
which poured fort. th ſuch exce dive rains, 
EE chat the people could not remain upon 
„ ground; A; continued” to, rain inceſ- | 
5 ſantly during the three days appointed. for 
the races. This event, though it took 
place nearly forty years ſince, is ſtill re- 
membered. and ſpokes: of at Haworth, 
with the ſame certainty as if it had Fay 
pened but a few months paſt. It is 
— e proyerbial ſaying among Sk 
= that old Grimſhaw. put a ſtop to the, races 
by his prayers. Andi it proved an effec- 
tual ſtop. There have been no races in 
the neighbourhood. of Haworth from that 
dime to the preſent da.. 
I have lived too long f in the "2 
comfortieſs region of infidelity, not to be 
ſenſible, that if an infidel or ſceptic ſhould 
read this narration, | he will either pity, or, 
* me for believing i it. If. 16 knew 
ads TL. only, return pity for pity, and 


prayer 


by 5 
* 


* PLS * 5 : J 25 þ . . 
— | Pe = 
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| pape bor his contempt. Tbere Was a 
time when his language would have ex- 
preſſed the very ſentiments of my heart. 

Will he not ſay, 1 do not believe, even 
upon the authority of your bible, that 
Elijah had ſuch intimacy with the Deity, 
as to prevail In him to interrupt the 
eourſe of nature, and to ſend drought or 
rain, or fire, from heaven, at Ekjah's re 
queſt, - And ſurely you cannot perſuade 195 
. _ there? Was Xx: Eee connexion wes" 


rain which 2 to fall at tue time wi 
the races. Admitting the fact to be true, 
J ſee nothing in it, that requires a ſuper- 
natural interpoſition. Heavy and ine. > = 
ſant rains for ſeveral days, are not antes © ; 
quent in our climate. Probably there 9 
have been many diſappointments: of this 
kind, from heavy rains at the time of a A 
a Would you'aferibe them all to the 
efficacy of Mr. Grimſhaw! prayers? of 
do you mean to compare a miniſter of an 
e country village; with Jour R 
Dr G © on, © prophet „ 


\ 
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© prophet Eli Ih 1 ſeems no leſs extra- 
ordinary and miraculous,” if water comes 
a | down: from heaven, in anſwer” to the 
prayer oo a man, than if he * called 
. 
. . me, my tine . to e 
a little upon this occaſion. I know. the 
| heart of an infidel, I remember the gall 
and bitterneſs of that diſpoſition of mind. | 
It puſhed me upon the very brink of ruin, 
and had not Mercy ſnatched me as a 
brand out of the fire, I ſhould. have been 
long before now, where there are no in- 
fidels, where all believe beyond a doubt, 
bur tremble without a hope. To thoſe 
who have read the narrative of the early 
part of my life, 1 may offer myſelf as an 


. 
" _ 
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-_- Se a», 1 Ge p —— —_ 
— — — — ä — — 
. A * 
. _ 


Power which "raiſe the dead, can ſof- 

ten the heart of the moſt determined in- 

fidel. I ſhall: therefore cloſe this letter 

18 | with a few remarks ſuited to obviate the | 

. 1 I have above ſtated. 

Ns readily allow, that three days of in- 
F); ie Dan 


proof; that the 


e Mr. le, 136 


1 Ge rain might have coincided Wn 


the time of the Haworth races, though 
Mr. Grimſhaw had never been born. But 
the inference from, it might have been No, 
to, it certainly would have been Ga 18 1 2 
} concluſive. a | Tre Lange 
Though infidels boldly leak 40 uthen- 
ricity of the ſcriptuce, we are certain that 
they cannot diſprove it. And though 
they affect to treat thoſe who derive their 
motives and hopes from the ſeripture, as 
viſionaries or hypocrites, they can aflign 
no good reaſon why our teſtimony, when 
we ſpeak ſeriouſly on the ſubject of reli- 
gion, is not as worthy of credit as their 
ovnz eſpecially if what we ſay is ſupport- 
eld by ſuch a line of practice and conduct, 
as they always expect from our principles, 


while they pretend to treat thoſe. princi- 7 5 


| ples as chimerical. It is not eaſy to 
reaſon with them, while we can find no 
common ground to ſtand upon, no indiſ- | 
putable, acknowledged: point from which 


to proceed. Nor can ve reaſonably OT 
5 6 4 7 hope | 


hope to ſucceed ina way of diſputation ; 
for an authority, which we are ſure. is 
deciſive, has declared, that they who be- 
eve not Moſes and the prophets, would 
not be perſuaded though one. Sold _ 
from the dead. enen 
Some of us have bene more is ſc to 
bupeck the ingenuouſneſs and veracity of 
their aſſertions," than they can have of 
ours. Becauſe we have travelled in both 
en and they have been only in one. 
When doe ſpeak of peace of conſcience, 
and” fellowſhip with: God, through hi | 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, we know 'what'\ we ſay, 
and whereof we affirm, juſt as we can 
tell whether we are hot or cold, in 'the 
houſe or in the ſtfeet. If they know no- 
| ching of theſe things,” we do not wonder 
that they 'difbelieve them. If a man 
born blind, refuſes my teſtimony, T can- 
not convince him by argument, that the 
ſon ſhines at noon day. But when they 
ſpeak of fatisfaction in their principles, or 
eee * in their Puts we have rea- 
. ſon 
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ſon to heſſtate from aſſenting, becauſe we 
have been in the ſame road before them. 
e lkewiſe have ſpoken great ſwelling 
words of vanity, when our inward feelings 
ha? e contradicted our language. We can 
remember that when we preſumed to 
charge religious people with hypoeriſy, 5 
_ we ourſelves were hypocrites. We en- 
 Weavoured, | under the maſk of forced 
miles, to conceal the anguiſh that preyed 
*upon our hearts; and if we ſucceeded in 
de eiving others, we could not deceive . 
bburſelves. For we often envied the con- 
dition of the brutes, who feel neither re- 


Set for the paſt, nor anxieties for the 5 


furure; while: we were tortured by re- 
morſe, if we looked back, and with diſ- 
'rreſſing forebodings, if we looked forward. 
We immerſed ourſelves in buſineſs, or 
muſements, for relief, and kept as much 
as poſſible in a throng, to hide ourſelves 
from ourſelves; b our vacant hours 
\ were painful. How often has conſcience 
__ "awak ned us, or kept us awake in the 
A s | G $ | night! 1 


o 
* 


128 5 Letters zo 3% 


night! and yer we tried to reilude others 
that we were happy! d 
1 Should any one fay, « 5 eed it ĩs nat 
chus with me. I live as I pleaſe; and do 
what J pleaſe, excepting ſc ſo far as the laws | 
of the land reſtrain me. I can ruminate 
with pleaſure on thoſe paſt tranſactions, 
which you think fill me with terror; nor 
do the thoughts of futurity give me any 
diſturbance,”. 1 anſwer,, you mult have 
laboured hard before You, attained this 
_ Inſenſibility ; you muſt have ſtifled many 
a check of conſcience before you gained 
ſuch a complete maſter Y Over J. ; 20 his 
likewiſe was my own, caſe, I. could not 
at once forget the religious impreſſions 1 
had received in my childhood, they often 
returned upon me, but ſtill, fainter. and 
fainter ; after every rebuke, J hardened 
myſelf more, till at length I was ſo poſ- 
ſeſſed with a ſpirit of ſtrong deluſion, that 
1 ered, my own. lie. But I obtained 
mercy. 
Ihe Bible informs . | that God 80 
| verns 


Rev; Mr. Fiber 129 | 
| verns the ib that He invites us to put 
our truſt in him, to caſt our cares upon 
him, to call upon him in the time of 
trouble, with an aſſurance that He will an- 
ſwer the prayers of thoſe who ſeek him in 
the ways of his appointment. This Mr. 
Grimſhaw believed. The time of the 
horſe race was a time of trouble to him. 
They who live in the ſpirit of ſelf, ane 
propoſe the gratification of their own ſel- 
fiſh deſires, as the higheſt end of life, 
cannot conceive how this devoted ſervant 


of God, was grieved by the evil conver- 


ſation of the wicked. He had no heavy 
perſonal trouble, his health was good, 

his temporal wants were well ſupplied, he 
had peace of conſcience; but when ne 
beheld the tranſgreſſors he was prieved; 
he was jealous for the Lord of Hoſts; he 
could not be an indifferent ſpeQator, when 

he ſaw the laws of God broken with impu- 
5 nity, the name of the Saviour profaned, 

and the glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed 
| God either rejected or abuſed. He had 
„ „ © Then 


\ 
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ol men; he fa; Wuerde fire ye a the 
broad road that leadeth to deſtruction, he 
faithfully! and tenderly warned them, and 
when his entreaties could not prevail with 
men, he addreſſed his prayer to God, and 
beſought Him to put a ſtop to the races, 


which, by bringing ſo many diſſolute and 
idle people together, increaſed and multi- 
pPlied in public, the abominations for 
_ * which he daily mourned in private. The 
event proved, that the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
5 The mins fell at a critical time that year, 
and the e yarn: ih ued ever 


Aſince. 


8 hough we . not + conpare ee : 
Wich the prophets. and apoſtles, nor ex- 
-pect new: e nor the power of 
working miracles, We avow a humble 

confidence that the Lord God of Elijah is 
our God. That He who made atone- 
ment for our ſins upon the croſs, and ohio. 
now in our nature. RR all power and 


8 


. * TH: authority 


. 


1” Aigen in! leben al; in eee” is tid: 


ful ok us. Unworthy as they who believe 
in Him are, Hei is not aſhamed to call 
them brethren; his eye is always upon 
7; chen, and bis ear is 1 to their" 7 870 
5 "ers. 13 
* This ute is is X x pela; importance, 
8 in my view, on account of my dear coun- 
try, in tlie preſent juncture. Though T- 
Wk well of the political wiſdom df our 
rulers; the {kill and bravery of our offi- 


cers, ſeamen, and ſoldiers, I ſhould trem- 


ble for the event of the calamitous war in 


which our fins have involved us, if I did 
not hope and believe chere are a number 


of perſons di ſperſed vp and down, who, | 


like Mr. Grimſhaw, are mourning over 


their own fins, and the ſins of the nation, 


and have power with God i in prayer, for 
mercy. Theſe, * think, are truly the 
chariots and horſemen, the glory and the 
defence of theſe kingdoms. - While there 


is reaſon to fear, that the majority of 
| Joſe. who as the plans of our public | 
5 N movements, 


%. F 
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2 movements, and of thoſe who are to earry 1 
them into execution, pay little or no re- 
gard to the Lord of Hoſts; I can place 
little dependance upon our fleets and ar- 
mies, further than as Hes, to whom vic- 
tory belongeth, is pleaſed to give ſucceſs 
| In anſwer to the prayers of his people. Ex- 
cept he had left us a ſmall remnant (ſmall 
3 compared with the bulk of the nation, 
but I hope the aggregate number is not 
| ſmall), 1 ſhould fear we might- ſoon be- 
come like Sodom and Gomorrah, Our 
ee nemies are many and mighty, their ha- 
| opt againſt us is implacable; they have 


5 already overrun the greateſt Part of Eu- 
rope. We may inſer from the manner in 
which they have treated their friends and 
allies, how they would deal with us, 
| whom they account their enemies. They 
are like Senacharib of old, inftruments i in 
' the hands of that God whom they. re=  - 
NE, renounce and defy ; and their "deſigns 
mauſt and will proſper ſo far as they act 
under his commiſſion, Every where their 
: | progreſs 
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1 is . i en land rapioe. | 
But while other nations are deſolatedz, we pn, 
are ſtill fayoured with p dace in our bor- 1 
ders. Is it becauſe; we are hetter than. * 2 
the * | Nay, rather conſ dering th 77 : DE. 
light and liberty we have enjoyed and 
abuſed, our fins. are aggravated beyond 
thoſe of any nation under heaven. Was 
en of the French in their 
deſigns ag gainſt Ireland i in the year 1796, 
or the ſoppreſnon of the late mutiny in 
our navy, Wing 0 our wiſdom or to our 
proweſs? : 0 
When Paul chad» as. a « priſoner 95 
make his appeal to Cæſar, it is highly 
probable that the heathen mariners and 
paſſengers either pitied or derided. his 
weakneſs, that he ſhould expoſe himſelf 
to ſo many dangers, hardſhi PS, and 809 
mies, becauſe he would inſiſt vpon it, 
that one Jeſus, whom, they Knew! had been | 
crucified, was not dead, but alive. They 
little cared whether he was living or dead. 
e che ſtorm which overtook them 00 


* 


ed by the tempeſt; could not enk, U- 
caſe Paul, be a; ſtand be fore Ceeſtr, 
as fr her! and for his fake, „and in an- 
fuer t6' his Prayers,” the Lord was pleaſed 
to preſerve the lives of all who failed with 
| him. F compare Great Britain to this 
hip; and perilous as our ſituation is, 1 
hun by Hope” that the number of theſe 
"who" fear the Lord, and call upon bis 
name, ” Who mourn for the evils which 
they "cattior prevent, and ſtand in the 
'breach, "pleading for mercy, will prevail, 
not ot only for their own ſafety, but for the 
ſe vation of multitudes embarked with 
| them in the ſame bottom; though their 
words are © tout againſt bim, and 8 
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huis 0 lly lifted pb 
| : againft us. ſhall now return to Mr. 3 
Stimſhaw. The digreffon will not be — 
unſeaſonable if it ſhould p e 


ke e the peruſal uſeful t to a _ a 
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ur DBAR BROTHER, , . 


rs: thus far en 
Mr. Grimſhaw chiefly in his public life, 


as a miniſter of the Goſpel, and of a pa- 
Tiſh, I ſhall proceed to delineate ſome of 
the moſt ftriking features of his _ 


iD character, 5 


The graces or fruits of the Holy 8 pi- 
rit, of which true chriſtian zeal is one, 5 
are not ſolitary. They ſpring from the 
fame ſtock, and grow together, though _ 
1n different perſons, the effects of one may 
be more conſpi picuous than the reſt. T he 
apoſtle intimates tliat it is poſſible a man 


may have the gift of tongues, and of 
working miracles, the powers of an angel, 


43. 3 
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ever. admired of men, for his abilities, 921 
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and the zeal of a. martyr *, and yet ho- 


$18: 


Ugence. and ſucceſs, for v want of that loy 


which he there deſeribes by its Or on 


4 6 he may be in the ſight of God no better 


than ſounding. braſs, ora noiſy. cymbal. 5 


After preaching, and not without effect, 


to others, he may "him elf be a ; caſtaway ay. 
* his thought k qld be much 1, Upon. our 


minds, if we are honoured of the Lord 
with uſefulneſs to his church and pe ople ; ; 


for He aſſures us, that when He hall ap- 


#8; hoe 


1 


pear as Judge at che great day, there | 


: caſt o out devils, a Ar nd done my wonde 


works in his name, ;, ". n 
127 % 


* 


will, 1 ſome to whom he will ſay, “ He- 


* 


part from 1 me,. In never knew. you; Fc tho 


they will have to plead, that they bad 
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